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NOTES ON{_. ™ 


In the light of the U-2 incident of 1 May and subsequent developments 
growing out of that incident, some thought may be given to Project 
The following are certain factors of that project that may be relevant to 
any review at this time, : 


1, The{_____ vehicle will not make its first flight until 
May 1961, Considerable flight testing will be required and there is little 
likelihood that it will be ready for operational use until the spring of 1962, 
Until that time, no policy considerations with respect to the employment 


of the vehicle will arise, 


2, The vehicle in question will operate from a base in the 
pre eee cE team nt ee ee ETT Te Ut ma 


be desirable to etage operations throupht . he -% DASE, 


No use of other bases in a i8_contemplated, Since the 
vehicle will typically approach tarret areae| 
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3, Excellent progress is being made for the goal offs in 

—- os B This factor, together with, poe eee. 

unted on to provide a degree of invulnerability phate ee ee 
pets Ree ee hee 


=f : art 


co 


5, Although the program is being carried forward with urgency, 
it does not involve significant amounts of overtime or other sizeable costs 
incurred in order to permit earlier delivery date, In other words there 
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5 is little saving to be made in the over-all cost of the program by etretche 


ing it out over time, Even if it seemed likely that operational use would 

be delayed beyond the spring of 1962 by policy considerations, it would be 

desirable to achieve the earliest feasible first flight so as to allow the 

8 maximum opportunity for the flight testing and check out of the vehicle 

i. a and its sub-systems, Bascially, of course, the reason for urgency is the 
“Whe desire to have a capability in hand at the earliest practicable date whatever 

the ultimate use of the capability. 
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6, Funding for FY¥-19 61 is completely arranged within existing 
budgets, ore : or nA? 7 
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